Griz netters travel to Ogden, UT for playoffs by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
2-26-1979 
Griz netters travel to Ogden, UT for playoffs 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Griz netters travel to Ogden, UT for 
playoffs" (1979). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 29975. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/29975 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
2/26/78 GRIZ NETTERS TRAVEL TO
state, big sky, basketball OGDEN, UT FOR PLAYOFFS
guffey/jg
Thanks to an exciting 55-53 victory over rival Montana State 
last Saturday, and an overtime win (85-81) over Gonzaga by 
Boise State the University of Montana basketball team will travel 
to Ogden, Utah this week for the Big Sky Conference Championships 
The fourth annual affair is hosted by the Weber State Wildcats, 
winners of the regular-season BSC race.
The Grizzlies will open the tournament with host Weber State 
Friday at 7 p.m. In the other conference showdown, Idaho State 
(14-12 and 8-6) and Northern Arizona (12-13 and 8-6) will 
play at 9 p.m.
Bill Schwanke of KYLT-AM Radio, 580 on the dial, will broadcast 
the game, starting 15 minutes prior to tipoff.
Mike Montgomery started his first year as yead coach of the 
Grizzlies in a fitting manner, making it into the playoffs. 
Montgomery is 14-12 in the collegiate coaching ranks. Montgomery 
was an assistant in the BSC the previous five seasons (at UM 
and Boise State). He was an assistant coach at BSU in 1975-76 
when the Broncos won the post-season tourney, and last season, 
when UM lost an overtime title game to Weber State (62-55). 
Assistants: Stew Morrill (Gonzaga, 1974), Scott Hollenbeck
(Montana, 1974).
Wildcat coach Neil McCarthy is in his fourth full season at 
WSC. His teams have participated in all four BSC tourneys, the 
only team which has done so. His current record is 82-37.
SERIES RECORD: In 38 meetings Weber State holds a 23-15 advantage over UM.
The Grizzlies won two of three meetings last year, and one of 
two this season.
LAST MEETING: On February 9th of this season UM avenged an earlier loss to
Weber in Ogden with a 78-73 victory. UM was led by Craig Henkel's 
18 points. In their first meeting the Wildcats won 60-46, 
offsetting a 21-point effort by junior center John Stroeder, 
who scored 21 points.
TEAM RECORDS: UM is 14-12 overall and 7-7 in Big Sky. Weber, which has lost
four of its last six games since receiving a national ranking 
(19th) by UPI, is 22-8 overall, and 10-4 in the BSC (which is 











Senior Allan Nielsen, a 6-6 forward from Westby, MT, became 
UM's No. 16 all-time leading scorer with his 12 points against 
MSU. Nielsen, the Grizzlies' leading scorer this season, has 
scored 754 points in his career to surpass Robert Sparks 
(1949-52). He needs 13 points against Weber State to become the 
schools' No. 15 scorer, and will pass Bill Jones (766 points 
1939-42). Nielsen has scored 355 points thus far this season 
and needs 10 more to pass Chuck Burgess (364 points in 1942-43). 
Stroeder has 351 points this year, and could conceivably pass 
Burgess also. Senior Craig Henkel has scored 599 points in his 
career at UM, while senior Charlie Yankus has 384.
MONTANA
G--Blaine Taylor, 6-1, So. (6.0 ppg. , 31. apg.)
G--Craig Zanon, 6-6, So. (7.1 ppg., 2.7 rpg., 1.1 apg.)
C--John Stroeder, 6-10, Jr. (13.5 ppg., 7.8 rpg.)
F--Allan Nielsen, 6-6, Sr. (13.7 ppg., 5.7 rpg., 2.8 apg.) 
F--Craig Henkel, 6-7, Sr. (8.5 ppg., 4.2 rpg.)
6--Rod Brandon, 6-6, So. (4.2 ppg., 2.9 rpg.)
6--Tim McCauley, 6-1, Jr. (4.7 ppg., 2.0 apg.)
WEBER STATE
G--Bruce Collins, 6-5, Jr. (16.6 ppg., 6.7 rpg.)
G--Mark Mattos, 6-0, Jr. (3.5 ppg., 3.3 apg.)
C--Richard Smith, 7-1, Jr. (14.1 ppg., 8.9 rpg.)
F--David Johnson, 6-8, Jr. (14.7 ppg., 5.4 rpg.)
F--Kurt Moore, 6-7, Sr. (5.6 ppg., 5.1 rpg.)
FG% FT % Reb. Avg. Scoring Avg
MONTANA 47.5 73.2 35.2 63.7
Opponent 45.6 74.3 30.9 58.8
+4.3 +4.9
WEBER ST. 48.4 70.0 41.5 72.2
Opponent 44.1 67.2 33.9 63.5
+7.6 +8.7
1. Weber State* 10 4 22 8
2. Idaho State* 8 6 14 12
3. Northern Arizona* 8 6 12 13
4. Montana* 7 7 14 12
5. GonzagaS 7 7 16 10
6. Montana State 6 8 15 11
Boise State 6 8 11 15
8. Idaho 4 10 11 15
56 56 115 96
*In conference playoffs
$Lost playoff berth because of two losses to first-place Weber; 
Montana split with WSC. NOTE: This is the final year for 
Gonzaga in the Big Sky. They will be replaced by Nevada-Reno 
next season.
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Montana will remain in the top five nationally in team defense, 
allowing only 58.8 points a game. Boise State scored the most 
points against them thus far (79), while Fresno State scored 
the fewest (37).
Weber State is in the top 20 nationally in rebounding margin.
They are averaging 41,5, compared to their opponents' 33.9, 
for a plus 7.6 advantage.
Collins (16.3), Johnson (14.7) and Smith (14.1) are all near 
the top in the BSC scoring ranks. Stroeder and Nielsen, 
averaging 13.7 and 13.5 points a game, respectively, are also 
in the top 15,
Rebounding-wise Smith and Stroeder are in the top 5, at 8.9 and 
7.8 per game, respectively.
Collins is one o" the most prolific scorers in Big Sky history, 
and had 1,430 points prior to the NAU game. He is only a 
junior.
Smith had the best game in the conference in the rebounding 
department, hau 'rig down 19 against Idaho State February 3 
of this season.
Smith is also one of the best FG% shooters in the BSC, and is
Stroeder and WSC’s Johnson.
Mattos ranks in the assist department with an average of 3.3.
"We're lucky co make the playoffs, I guess, with Boise winning 
in overtime. But, we came back against Montana State. They 
shot a better percentage (50 percent to 37 percent); but we won 
the battle of the boards (37-31). We were fortunate to win.
Our sophomores came off the bench and helped us, especially 
Craig Zanon.
I think we deserve to be there. We had four games on the road 
we should have, or could have won.
We match up well against Weber, in that, we both play a similar 
style. Their height could give us problems, but it hasn't thus 
far.
I feel we're fortunate to be in the playoffs as I said earlier, 
but I also feel we're one of the four best teams in the conference.
The team is expected to arrive in Salt Lake, UT at 9:45 a.m. 
on Thursday, March 1. They will stay at the Holiday Inn at 
306 Washington Ave. (801-399-5671).
If Montana wins Friday evening, they will play either ISU or 
NAU at 8 p.m. Saturday. It is a single elimination tournament.
